
SECTION .0300 - EXAMINATIONS 

 

21 NCAC 50 .0301 QUALIFICATIONS DETERMINED BY EXAMINATION 

(a)  In order to determine the qualifications of an applicant, the Board shall administer a written or computer-based 

examination covering the following categories: 

(1) Plumbing Contracting, Class I 

(2) Plumbing Contracting, Class II 

(3) Heating, Group No. l - Contracting, Class I 

(4) Heating, Group No. 1 - Contracting, Class II 

(5) Heating, Group No. 2 - Contracting, Class I 

(6) Heating, Group No. 3 - Contracting, Class I 

(7) Heating, Group No. 3 - Contracting, Class II 

(8) Fuel Piping Contractor 

(9) Fire Sprinkler Installation Contractor 

(10) Fire Sprinkler Inspection Contractor 

(11) Residential Fire Sprinkler Installation Contractor 

(12) Restricted Limited Plumbing Contractor 

(13) Fire Sprinkler Inspection Technician 

(14) Limited Fire Sprinkler Maintenance Technician 

(15) Plumbing Technician, Class I 

(16) Plumbing Technician, Class II 

(17) Heating Group No. 1 Technician, Class I 

(18) Heating Group No. 1 Technician, Class II 

(19) Heating Group No. 2 Technician 

(20) Heating Group No. 3 Technician, Class I 

(21) Heating Group No. 3 Technician, Class II 

(22) Fuel Piping Technician 

(23) Private Educational Institution Plumbing Technician 

(24) Private Educational Institution Heating Group 1 Technician 

(25) Private Educational Institution Heating Group 2 Technician 

(26) Private Educational Institution Heating Group 3 Technician 

(27) Residential Fire Sprinkler Design Contractor 

(b)  Each person being examined by the Board for a contractor license, other than a Fire Sprinkler Installation or Fire 

Sprinkler Inspection Contractor license, shall be required to pass both the business and law part and the technical 

part of the examination required by G.S. 87-21(b). 

(c)  Applicants for licensure as a Fire Sprinkler Installation Contractor shall submit evidence of current certification 

by the National Institute for Certification of Engineering Technologies (NICET) for Automated Sprinkler System 

Layout as a prerequisite for licensure. Applicants for licensure as a Fire Sprinkler Installation Contractor shall pass 

the business and law part of the examination administered by the Board. Persons licensed based upon NICET 

certification shall maintain such certification as a condition of license renewal. 

(d)  Applicants for licensure in the Fire Sprinkler Inspection Technician classification shall pass the technical 

examination offered by the Board. The Board shall accept the results of NICET examinations resulting in Level II 

Certification in "Inspection and Testing of Water-based Systems" by NICET. Persons who obtain a license as a Fire 

Sprinkler Inspection Technician based on NICET certification shall maintain such certification as a condition of 

license renewal. 

(e)  Applicants for licensure as a Fire Sprinkler Inspection Contractor shall submit evidence of Level III certification 

in "Inspection and Testing of Water-based Fire Systems" by NICET in lieu of the technical part of the Board-

administered examination. Applicants for licensure as a Fire Sprinkler Inspection Contractor shall also pass the 

business and law part of the examination administered by the Board. Contractors who obtain a license by NICET 

certification shall maintain such certification thereafter as a condition of license renewal. 

(f)  Applicants for licensure in the Limited Fire Sprinkler Maintenance Technician classification shall obtain a 

license based on maintenance experience, education, and job classification, as set forth in Rule .0306 of this Section 

and pass a test administered by the Board. 

(g)  Applicants for licensure as a Residential Fire Sprinkler Installation Contractor shall obtain a license based on 

experience, as set forth in Rule .0306 of this Section, and shall pass the technical part of the Residential Fire 

Sprinkler Installation Contractor examination. 



(h)  Applicants for licensure as a Plumbing, Heating, or Fuel Piping Technician shall obtain a license based on 

experience, as set forth in Rule .0306 of this Section, and shall pass the Class I or the Class II technical and Board 

laws and rules parts of the Board-administered examination related to the category for which a technician license is 

sought. 

(i)  Applicants who hold an active Plumbing, Heating, or Fuel Piping Technician Class I or Class II license obtained 

by examination, may obtain the Plumbing, Heating or Fuel Piping Contractor Class I or Class II license in the same 

category and class by meeting the experience requirement listed in Rule .0306 of this Section for the specific 

contractor license sought and by passing only the business portion of the examination. 

(j)  Applicants for licensure as a Restricted Limited Plumbing Contractor shall obtain a license based on experience, 

as set forth in Rule .0306 of this Section, and shall be required to pass both the business and law part and the 

technical part of the Restricted Limited Plumbing Contractor examination. 

(k)  In lieu of the requirements of Paragraph (j) of this Rule, applicants for a Restricted Limited Plumbing 

Contractor License who present a current active License from the North Carolina Irrigation Contractor Licensing 

Board may take the examination, provided the applicant demonstrates that he or she holds certification as a 

Backflow Inspector from one of the municipalities in North Carolina, or demonstrates 500 hours of experience in the 

maintenance, service, or repair of components of plumbing systems. 

(l)  In lieu of the requirements of Paragraph (j) of this Rule, applicants for a Restricted Limited Plumbing Contractor 

License who present a current active certification as an On-site Wastewater Contractor, issued by the North Carolina 

On-Site Wastewater Contractors and Inspectors Certification Board, may take the examination, provided the 

applicant demonstrates that he or she has attended a minimum of 8 semester hours of education in a plumbing 

program through a North Carolina Community College program or demonstrates 500 hours of experience in the 

maintenance, service, or repair of components of plumbing systems. 
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